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Foreword

JOHN MALOOF

ho is Vivian Maier? It’s a question that’s often been repeated
since her work first captured the public eye. As secretive as Vivian
Maier was in life, in death her mystery has only deepened. With-
out the creator to reveal her motives and her craft, we are left to piece together
the life and intent of an artist based on scraps of evidence, with no way to gain

definitive answers.

What remains, however, is what is most important: Maier’s photographs. This
book is intended to answer the nagging question of who Vivian Maier really was
by showing her as she saw herself—through her own self-portraits. A tradition
with an ancient vintage, a self-portrait is a unique confession by an artist. It tells
us both how they view themselves, as well as how they perceive the world around
them. By exploring these pictures, I hope that others who share my appreciation
for Maier’s work can gain insight regarding who the mysterious person responsi-

ble for these iconic images really was.
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1970s — Chicago area July 1966 — Chicago area
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July 1975 — Chicago area

August 1976 — Chicago
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November 1977 — Chicago area May 1977 — Chicago area
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Undated — Chicago area
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June 1978 — Chicago area

June 1978 — Chicago area



Vivian Maier Self-Portraits

Photographs © 2013 Vivian Maier
Introduction © 2013 Elizabeth Avedon
Foreword © 2013 John Maloof

No part of this book may be reproduced in any manner in any media, or transmitted
by any means whatsoever, electronic or mechanical (including photocopy, film or
video recording, Internet posting, or any other information storage and retrieval system),

without the prior written permission of the publisher.

Published in the United States by powerHouse Books
a division of powerHouse Cultural Entertainment, Inc.
37 Main Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201-1021
Telephone 212 604 9074, fax 212 366 5274
E-mail: info@powerHouseBooks.com

Website: www.powerHouseBooks.com
First Edition, 2013
Library of Congress Control Number: 2013944897
Hardcover ISBN 978-1-57687-662-6

Edited by John Maloof, Martin Fuchs, Frances Vignola,
Howard Greenberg and Gregory Wakabayashi
Gelatin silver prints made by Steve Rifkin at Hank’s Photographic Services Inc.
Book design by Martin Fuchs and Gregory Wakabayashi

Digital scanning and tritone separations by Thomas Palmer
Printing and binding by EBS Editoriale Bortolazzi, Verona

10 g 876547321

Printed and bound in Italy



Vivian Maier: Self Portraits
by Vivian Maier
Edited by John Maloof
Essay by Elizabeth Avedon

Published by

@ powerHouse Books

To be released: November 2013

This PDF of Vivian Maier: Self Portraits
is only a preview and an uncorrected proof.
Lifting images from mechanical files is strictly prohibited.

To see the complete version, please contact Nina Ventura,
Publicist: nina@powerHouseBooks.com






